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MENDOCINO,  LAKE,  SONOMA

TRIBAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS

14th INTERTRIBAL ENVIRONMENTAL YOUTH CAMPOUT 2026

Major Funding from the 
US Environmental Protection Agency and

First Nations Development Institute



WORKSHOPS, ACTIVITIES AND DEMONSTRATIONS

ONE OF THE MOST BASIC PRECEPTS OF THE ITEY CAMPOUT IS USING EXPERIENTIAL 
LEARNING TO TEACH YOUTH ABOUT THEIR ENVIRONMENT IN A CULTURALLY 
SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCE:

ITEY VISION & MISSION STATEMENTS

VISION - TO RECONNECT OUR NATIVE YOUTH TO THEIR TRADITIONAL IDENTITY THROUGH 
POSITIVE INTERACTION OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS IN A SAFE NATURAL 
PLACE.

MISSION -THE MISSION OF THE INTERTRIBAL YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL CAMPOUT IS TO OFFER AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO GATHER AND ENCOURAGE YOUTH INVOLVEMENT WHILE UTILIZING 
TRADITIONAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL/TRADITIONAL LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES THAT PROVIDE FOR RESPECTFUL INTERGENERATIONAL/INTERTRIBAL CONNECTIONS 
IN A FUN, SAFE NATURAL PLACE (MLSTEP, 2015).



EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING DESCRIBES THE IDEAL PROCESS OF LEARNING, 
INVITES YOU TO UNDERSTAND YOURSELF AS A LEARNER, AND EMPOWERS YOU 
TO TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR OWN LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT.

THE WAY YOU LEARN IS THE WAY YOU APPROACH LIFE IN GENERAL. IT IS ALSO 
THE WAY YOU SOLVE PROBLEMS, MAKE DECISIONS, AND MEET LIFE’S 
CHALLENGES. LEARNING OCCURS IN ANY SETTING AND CONTINUES 
THROUGHOUT YOUR LIFE. THE EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING PROCESS SUPPORTS 
PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT, LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT.

Institute of Experiential Learning. (2021).
https://experientiallearninginstitute.org/resources/what-is-experiential-learning/
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A TRULY UNIQUE CULTURAL LEARNING EXPERIENCE

2026 Theme – MA: YAH XA HO; Earth Wind Water Fire

Totals:
26 - Environmental Workshops Offered
14 - Hours of Instruction
118 - Student Participants
78 - Adult Chaperones & Instructors



Having tee shirts for participants is instrumental in getting a good count – tee 
shirts were issued upon arrival and registration.



Morning Circle – facilitated by campout the staff or  
volunteers, this gets the youth campers organized for the 
day, holds a raffle for educational/nature prizes, and 
promotes togetherness.



A FULL 
SCHEDULE –

Tuesday - Friday

JUNE 15-18, 2026



ENVIRONMENTAL and EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FROM 12 TRIBES and 4 
NGOs that PARTICIPATED and HELD WORKSHOPS



6/17/26 

Concurrent Workshops

Demonstration of native plant uses, ceremonies, and TEK.
Cultural Fire Demonstration & Talk - Hybrid Indigenous 
Stewardship (below)



Native Foods- Venison, salmon, 
seaweed drying

Nutrition, TEK

Cultural activities such as basket 
weaving are tied in with resource 
use and TEK, using age-appropriate 
presentations



6/16/25 12:30 -3:30 PM

Tribal Eco Restoration Alliance

Good Fire Practice – Ecological 
Stewardship



6/16/2025 9:30 am - 12 pm 

Tide Pool Trip hosted by the MLSTEP 
The Mendocino, Lake, Sonoma Tribal 
Environmental Programs committee members 
arrange for the field trip to nearby 
MacKerricher State Park to explore tide pools 
and marine life. Park rangers give hands-on 
educational education.

Ocean science, TEK



6/17/26 3:30 – 4:30 PM

Non-Point Source – Sediment, PFAS 
‘Forever Chemicals’ & Water Quality 
Hopland Band and Coyote Valley Band 

Project Officers from USEPA Region 9 
General Assistance Program (GAP) 
and Clean Water Act (CWA) were on 
hand to meet with Tribal officials. 
Presenters, and attendees



6/17/2026 9:30 – 11:30 am;  1:30 – 2:30 pm

Bugs, Microscopes and More – 
10-Mile River Field Trip
MLSTEP Stream Team 

Scientific study, water resources, 
ID of freshwater invertebrates



6/16/25 1:30 – 3:30 pm

Native Bird Habitat Creation/Building
Cahto Tribe

6/17/25 3:30 – 4:30 pm

Biochar Demonstration
Promoting Sustainable Livelihoods 
Foundation, Potter Valley Tribe, Ken 
Carloni  



6/16/26 1-3

CALFIRE - Mendocino Unit
Fire safety, CALFIRE’s role, home hardening, careers, fun activities
 



6/15/26  3:30-4:30

Promoting Sustainable Livelihoods Foundation – an educational booth on solar 
energy, energy conservation, and climate change issues.
There was a demonstration of biochar kilns and discussion of their use in forest and 
wildland fuels reduction and biomass management.



MEALS PROVIDED DAILY BY 8 DIFFERENT TRIBES - AT NO COST TO CAMPERS

Meal Providers: Robinson Rancheria, Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians, Cahto Tribe of 
the Laytonville Rancheria, Middletown Rancheria, Hopland Band of Pomo Indians, Pinoleville 
Pomo Nation, Sherwood Band of Pomo Indians, Potter Valley Tribe



The refurbished Clubhouse at Noyo-bida 
Ranch, now named the Gertrude Redemeyer 
White Clubhouse, has been used for 
community events since the 1940s



A Zero Waste Event:

This requires outreach and education during planning meetings, with instruction of attendees, food 
preparers, and workers at each meal, daily. Planning meetings were held on 3/12, 4/24, 5/14, 6/12; with 
updates at monthly MLSTEP meetings

Potter Valley Tribe – Tribal Environmental Office demonstrates 
food waste/composting procedures.
Loaded compostable boxes, ready for delivery to compost site.



The event strives to be a Zero Waste Event.

Compostable plates, cups, napkins, and flatware are used, combined with food scraps, 
then hauled to the PVT onsite compost area. They are incorporated into existing windrows, 
watered, and turned/aerated



2026
WASTE – RECYCLE RATES:

Clubhouse/Food - 84% 



Composting: In addition to managing the waste from 
the campout, the Potter Valley Tribe is experimenting 
with sheet and trench composting of fishery waste. 
Finished compost can then be utilized in the PVT Food 
Sovereignty Program



Security & First Aid – 

Potter Valley Tribe and crews provided a tractor, dump truck, 
and the water truck. The Tribal Environmental Office makes the 
safety/security and waste/recycling plans.

Consolidated Tribal Health Project (Redwood Valley) provided 
1st Aid Tent personnel for the event. Lake County Tribal Health 
funded sanitation facilities.



The Tribes of the Mendocino, Lake, and Sonoma County areas traveled 
seasonally to the Pacific Ocean to hunt, fish and gather. Now they go to 
learn, experience and keep traditions alive.

The event requires planning and 
participation from 13 local tribes, 
several Tribal Agencies, and donors, 
with major support from the USEPA 
R9 Tribal Programs Office.



THANK YOU TO ALL PARTICIPANTS 
AND SPONSORS

TRIBES PARTICIPATING:
Potter Valley Tribe (Host)
Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians
Cahto Tribe of the Laytonville Rancheria
Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians
Elem Indian Colony
Habematolel Pomo of Upper Lake
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians
Manchester-Point Arena Band of Pomos 
Middletown Rancheria
Muscogee Creek & Dakota Tribes
Navajo Tribe
Pinoleville Pomo Nation
Redwood Valley Rancheria
Robinson Rancheria
Round Valley Indian Tribes
Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians
Sherwood Band of Pomo Indians
Smith River Tribe
Yokayo Rancheria
Yurok Tribe

ORGANIZATIONS PARTICIPATING:

US Environmental Protection Agency
First Nations Development Institute
Mendocino, Lake, Sonoma Tribal Environmental Programs
MLSTEP Stream Team
CALFIRE – Mendocino Unit
Calif Strategic Growth Council
Hybrid Indigenous Stewardship Services
Tribal Eco-Restoration Alliance
Promoting Sustainable Livelihood Foundation
Consolidated Tribal Health Project – Redwood Valley
Lake County Tribal Health Consortium

Cultural/Dancers:
Ye – Ma – Bax (Scotts Valley Dancers)
Clear Lake Pomo Dancers



Thank you: from the Planning 

Team of the Mendocino-Lake-

Sonoma Tribal Environmental 

Programs (MLSTEP) and the 

Potter Valley Tribe


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27

